
    Being an island nation, just like Japan, New Zealand has a long history of 

sailing and being internationally renowned for being good at watersports. The 

biggest city in New Zealand, Auckland, is also known as the “City of Sails”, due 

to the large number of people who own yachts there. Out of a population of 

around 1.7 million people, there are more than 500,000 yachts and boats 

moored at marinas in the city! That’s about one boat for every three people!   

Another example of New Zealand’s obsession with watersports can be seen in its Olympic Games results. For 

example, at the Olympic Games held earlier this year in Paris, New Zealand won four gold 

medals in canoeing, one gold medal in rowing, one silver and one bronze medal in sailing.   

However, there is another sporting event that New Zealand dominates in, and 

actually just won earlier this month! This event is called the America’s Cup. The America's Cup is a sailing 

competition and the oldest international competition still operating in any sport. America's Cup 

match races are held between two sailing yachts: one from the yacht club that currently holds the trophy (known 

as the defender) and the other from the yacht club that is challenging for the 

cup (the challenger). The winner is awarded the America's Cup trophy, 

informally known as the Auld Mug.  

This year’s America’s Cup was held in 

Barcelona, Spain. Having won the 36th 

America’s Cup in March 2021, Team New Zealand was the defending team, 

and battled on the open seas against Britannia, the boat sent by the Royal 

Yacht Squadron of the United Kingdom. The skipper (captain of the boat) 

both in 2021 and this time in 2024 was actually my high school classmate, Peter Burling!  

The name of Team New Zealand’s boat, Taihoro, is inspired by the term Taihoro-Nukurangi which in the Maori 

language means “moving quickly like the sea between heaven and earth.” The boats in America’s Cup races 

can reach up to speeds of 55 knots, or over 100 kilometres per hour! They truly do fly along the water!  

This month I’d like to introduce a Kiwi song that became the official theme song for the 2003 America’s Cup. 

You can listen to it here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N22Bcdc07p8  

Auckland – the “City of Sails”, has 

more than 500,000 yachts and boats. 

The women’s double sculls rowing. 

(Liam Campbell) 

The Auld Mug being held by the Team New 

Zealand skipper, Peter Burling, in 2021. 

Team New Zealand’s boat, Taihoro 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N22Bcdc07p8


 


